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CPAN Advocate Represents The Patient Voice at the 
2021 Community Oncology Conference

Defining Value In Cancer Care: 
Patient, Physician, & Employer Perspectives

• Beth A. Curran, Senior Director, Risk Management, Orange County Public Schools
• Bo Gamble, Director of Strategic Practice Initiatives, Community Oncology 

Alliance, Moderator
• Edward Licitra, MD, PhD, Medical Oncologist, Astera Health Partners
• Tami Ramey, CPAN Advocate/Survivor

http://www.communityoncology.org/
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CPAN Advocates Supported our National Initiatives
CPAN Advocates participated in the Time To Screen 
focus group

• Tracy B.
o Breast Cancer – Hematology Oncology Associates of 

Central NY
• Charles C.

o Prostate cancer with bone mets, Augusta Oncology
• John S.

o Pancreatic Cancer - Augusta Oncology
• Karen C.

o Multiple Myeloma –Connecticut
• Ronald K.

o Head and neck,  Florida Cancer Specialists & Research 
Institute

• Steven S.
o Glioblastoma - Florida Cancer Specialists & Research 

Institute
• Mary O.

o Breast cancer-Genesis Cancer Center 

http://www.communityoncology.org/
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CPAN Advocacy  Leaders Continued to Keep Their 
Chapters  Active During COVID

4

Hosted CPAN Virtual Events
• Northwest Medical Specialties 

o Educational Event
o Clinical Trials Event 

• Fort Wayne Medical Oncology & Hematology
o Educational Event 

• Augusta Oncology
o Clinical Trials Event , 5/14/2021
o Educational Event, 6/19/2021

• Northwest Georgia Oncology 
o Clinical Trials Event, 5/27/2021

CPAN Educational/Display Tables
• Dayton Physicians Network 
• Eastern CT Hematology Oncology

CPAN Leader initiated Video Project
• Beth Wittmer, RN, BSN, OCN, Director, Care Management and Florida Cancer Specialists 

marketing department created Get involved with CPAN video, running in 90 locations. 

Monthly Advocacy Engagement
• CPAN Chapter Advocacy Leaders calls
• CPAN Medical Co-chair calls
• CPAN News Bulletins

http://www.communityoncology.org/
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CPAN Advocacy  Leaders Kept Their Chapters  Active 
During COVID

http://www.communityoncology.org/
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Gettysburg Cancer Center Joined CPAN’s National 
Network

• Domenic Borro, Director of Operations, Gettysburg Cancer Center 
• Satish Shah, MD, Medical Oncologist, Gettysburg Cancer Center 
• Megan Buddemeyer, LSW, Social Worker, Gettysburg Cancer Center  
• Rose Gerber, Director of Patient Advocacy & Education, Community Oncology 

Alliance

http://www.communityoncology.org/
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Cancer & Blood Specialists of Arizona Joined CPAN’s 
National Network

• Tania Cortas, MD, CPE, Cancer & Blood Specialists of Arizona
• Rose Gerber, MS, Director of Patient Advocacy & Education Community Oncology Alliance
• Genna Hill, MBA, Physician Liaison, CPAN Chapter Advocacy Leader, Cancer & Blood 

Specialists of Arizona

http://www.communityoncology.org/
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Virtual Advocacy Summit : 
Experts in advocacy, policy, treatment and more

http://www.communityoncology.org/
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CPAN Kept Our Advocates Informed with Monthly News 
Bulletins and Shined the Light on 11 Different Cancer Centers
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News Bulletin Section Topics
• CPAN Chapter Spotlights

o Jan: Genesis Cancer Center
o Feb: Carolina Blood & Cancer Care Associates
o Mar: Oklahoma Cancer Specialists
o Apr: New England Cancer Specialists
o May: New Mexico Cancer Center
o Jun: Regional Cancer Care Associates
o Jul: Dayton Physicians Network
o Aug: Augusta Oncology
o Sep: Hematology Oncology Associates of CNY 
o Oct: TN Oncology 
o Nov: NY Cancer & Blood Specialists

• Cancer News You Can Use
• Community Oncology 101 (YouTube content)
• Resources for Advocates

http://www.communityoncology.org/
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CPAN Brought Nationally Recognized Speakers and 
Advocacy/Oncology Education to our Audience

http://www.communityoncology.org/
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CPAN Supported our Chapters by Creating Customized 
Educational Resources for Multiple Chapter Events
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18x12 poster Presentations Fact Sheets

http://www.communityoncology.org/


Living with CLL initiative with 
Genentech
• Education materials shared with 

CPAN chapters
• Website posting

• Health Equity Advocacy Summit
• Policy Forum Step Therapy Reform
• Conquering Veteran Cancer 

Together
• Patient Advocacy Forum (ASCO)
• Advocacy Exchange
• Annual Patient Advocacy Forum

Spot Her Initiative
• Education materials shared with 

CPAN chapters

Patient Focus Group – Bladder Cancer
CPAN identified two patients for this 
opportunity

Meet the Moment Webinar Series
Living with CLL initiative with AbbVie
• Education materials shared with 

CPAN practices
• Website posting

CarePath Savings Program –
RYBREVANT. 
• Education materials shared with 

CPAN practices

Multiple myeloma education 
information with CPAN chapters

Rose a member -Pfizer Patient Centricity 
Initiative Clinical Trials Leadership 
Workstream Group

Rose a member - Sanofi Advocacy 
Leadership Council

CPAN Supported Our Corporate Members Advocacy Initiatives 



Letter To President Biden And 
Leaders Of State Public 
Health Departments: 
Prioritizing Covid-19 Vaccines 
For Patients With Cancer And 
Survivors Of Cancer

Groups Will Push For 
Comprehensive Paid Leave 
For People With Serious 
Conditions And Their 
Caregivers

Recognized on CAN’s 
National Family Caregivers 
Month webpage as one of 
CAN’s valued nonprofit 
Partners.

Shared resources with CPAN 
chapters

Webinar: Imagine Cancer 
Equity: Leveraging 
Collaboration Across Sectors 
to Eliminate Disparities

Reducing Hereditary Cancer 
Act – H.R. 4110 – COA sign 
on letter

Survivorship Series – Training 
for Oncology Nurse 
Navigators

Co-Founder & CEO, shared 
information with CPAN 
chapters during monthly 
meeting

Strategy 1 Toolkit – Raises 
awareness about oncology 
funds. Share with CPAN 
chapters

• Multi-Cancer Early 
Detection Screening 
Coverage Act – H.R. 1946 
COA sign on letter

• Advocacy Workshop. 
Shared with CPAN 
chapters

Improving Visibility and 
Understanding of the Patient 
Advocacy Function 
Confirmation

Founder & CEO along with 
COO, shared information with 
CPAN chapters during 
monthly meeting

Understanding Unique 
Psychosocial Stressors 
Impacting Cancer Patients 
Pertaining to Their Self-image 
and How to Support Those 
Patients as They Navigate –
webinar shared with CPAN 
Advocacy Leaders

Virtual Forum on Clinical 
Trials. Session Title: 
Overcoming obstacles to 
Patient Adherence

CPAN supporting others 
advocacy efforts.
How to Get Your Doctor to 
Speak Your Language 
published 12/10/2021 on 
WebMD

CPAN Supported Multiple Advocacy Organizations
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Our Community Oncology Practices Supported CPAN
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http://www.communityoncology.org/
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Physicians Supported CPAN

Sanjay Juneja, MD
Hematology Oncology 
Clinic of Baton Rouge

Madelaine Feldman, MD
Coalition of State 

Rheumatology Organizations 

Tania Cortas, MD, CPE
Cancer & Blood Specialists 

of Arizona   

Lakshmi Aggarwal, MD
Fort Wayne Medical 

Oncology Hematology

Miriam Atkins, MD
Augusta Oncology  

Lucio Gordan, MD
Florida Cancer Specialists  

Satish Shah, MD
Gettysburg Cancer Center

http://www.communityoncology.org/
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External Advocacy Groups Supported CPAN



CPAN in the Media
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CPAN in the Media - Used Podcasts to Reach New 
Audiences

18

http://www.communityoncology.org/
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CPAN Leadership invited member Working 
Groups/Advisory Boards

19

1. ASCO/COA: Patient Centered Cancer Care Certification Pilot Program 
2. Journal of Clinical Pathways, Care Pathways Working Group
3. National Consortium Breast Centers (NCBC) Survivors Founders committee 
4. National Patient Advocate Foundation (NPAF)Project Innovation Advisory Group
5. Pfizer Patient Centricity Initiative - Clinical Trials Workstream Group
6. Sanofi Advocacy Leadership Council

http://www.communityoncology.org/
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CPAN leadership contributing to national initiatives

http://www.communityoncology.org/
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CPAN National Presence Continues

21

Keynote Speaker: Understanding the Role of Community Oncology in Clinical Trials 

Panel: Enhancing Relationships between the Four Main Stakeholders: The Sponsor, 
CRO, Site and the Patient 

http://www.communityoncology.org/
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Sharing The Value of Community Oncology/Clinical Trials
International Clinical Trials Presentation 

Audience: 15 participants
• VP Clinical Operations
• Head of Trial Operations
• Clinical Operations Group 

(Study Managers) from 
Belgium and France

• France has a nonprofit, 
private network where all 
patients are referred to for 
clinical trials instead of 
academic hospitals

http://www.communityoncology.org/
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Why we do what we do 
Inspirational Patients, Families and Caregivers!

http://www.communityoncology.org/
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Thank you for your contributions to another great year of advocacy!

Rose Gerber, M.S.
Director of Patient Advocacy & Education

Community Oncology Alliance

www.coaAdvocacy.org

www.communityoncology.org

http://www.communityoncology.org/
http://www.coaadvocacy.org/
http://www.communityoncology.org/
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